106            SHE    MADE     WORLD     CHAOS

Albert's Equerry, arrived in Berlin to represent Queen
Victoria and the Prince Consort, and with them came a
letter to Vicky from her father.

' I was certain that the presence of Lord Raglan and
Captain de Ros would give you pleasure,' he told her. ' Ours
will come when they return and we can put questions to
them. My first will be: Has the Princess gone out ? and
does she begin to enjoy the air, to which alone she can look
for regaining strength and health ? Or is she in the way to
grow weak and watery by being baked like a bit of pastry in
hot rooms ? My second : Is she grown ? I will spare you my
others.

' Your description of the Prince's kindness and loving
sympathy for you makes me very happy. I love him dearly
and respect and value him, and I am glad, too, that in you
and my little grandchild he has found ties of family happiness
which cannot fail to give him those domestic tastes, in
which alone in the long run life's true contentment is to be
found.'

Raglan and de Ros having once more appeared at Bucking-
ham Palace and exhausted themselves in relating to the
grandparents every detail of their experiences, Prince Albert
went immediately to his desk, for he felt that on certain
personal points Vicky was in need of further advice. This
monumental epistle of common-sense fatherliness has parts
which are worthy of an anthology.

' Lord Raglan's and Captain de Ros's news of you has

given me great pleasure,' he began sedately enough.   He was

now ready to express what was really in his mind.   ' But/

he went on, ' I gather from them that you look rather

languid and exhausted.   Some sea air would be the right

thing for you ; it is what does all newly made mothers the

most good when their " campaign " is over.   I am, however,

delighted to hear you have begun to get into the air.   Now

pass, on as soon as possible to cold washing, shower-baths,

etc., so as to brace the system again, and to restore elasticity

to the nerves and muscles.

-   ' You are now eighteen years old,' he told his daughter,